
1/3/11 5:47 PMWarming may shorten winters | VailDaily.com

Page 1 of 3http://www.vaildaily.com/article/20080725/NEWS/623386355/1062/SPORTS&parentprofile=

advertisement | your ad here

Vail Ski Resort Plan Your Winter Ski Vacation Online. Vail Resort - Official Site  www.Vail.com

Vail Valley Real Estate  Search Properties Vail Avon Edwards Gypsum Eagle Minturn Beaver Creek www.SearchInVail.com

Beaver Creek Resort Join Us for Another Epic Winter Season! Beaver Creek Official Site.  www.BeaverCreek.com

Notice: Terms of Use have changed

Send us your news
<< back

Friday, July 25, 2008

Share on Facebook

ENLARGE
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the University of Maryland says.
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Warming may shorten winters
Skiing, local real estate likely to suffer scientists say
Edward Stoner
Vail, CO Colorado
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VAIL, Colorado — If greenhouse gas emissions aren’t
curtailed, climate change will reduce Eagle County’s
snowpack by 57 percent by 2085, according to a new
report.

“The state’s most popular tourist activity is at risk
from climate change,” said the report, published
Wednesday by the Center for Integrative
Environmental Research at the University of Maryland.

The report, “Economic Impacts of Climate Change on
Colorado,” does not paint a pretty picture for skiing —
and the attendant industry of real estate — over the
next century.

The “snow season” could become 30 days shorter and
the snowline could rise by 328 to 1,312 feet if
emissions continue at the current rate, the study said.

Also, because of a projected global temperature
increase, less precipitation will fall as snow, the
report said. 

“Given all of these factors, skiing in Colorado will
become less reliable and the industry as a whole will

take a loss as the effects of climate change become more tangible,” the report said.

An earlier spring and more rain could also mean more mudslides and avalanches, the report said.

A 1 percent decrease in the number of visitors to Colorado’s ski resorts could result in a total economic loss
of over $375 million by 2017 and over 4,500 lost jobs, the report said.

And real estate, one of the biggest industries in Eagle County, could also be affected, the report said.

“The profitability of the real estate sector may decrease alongside reduced opportunities for skiing and
winter recreation in Colorado,” the report said.

The study goes beyond skiing to look at effects on forests, water and wildlife.

“Forests are probably the single most threatened natural resource, as foreign and native pests and diseases
as well as forest fires will all thrive under a warmer climate,” the report said.

The mountain pine beetle — which has already killed huge amounts of trees in Eagle County and is expected
to infect as many as 90 percent of lodgepole pines in parts of Vail — benefits from an earlier spring and a
longer autumn, the report noted.

Temperature changes could also threaten the diversity of plants and animals that live in Colorado’s unique
climate zones, according to the report. 

Bears might migrate farther north, while trout populations may decline, the report said. 

Large animals such as deer and moose may benefit from the warmer temperatures, though, it added. 
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Score: 0auto4sale
6:18 AM on July 26, 2008
Climate change has been occurring for billions of years. Humans are likely to
have some impact on the climate. But those people who claim with absolute
certainty, like those who wrote this study, have zero credibility.
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Since I'll be 130 then I'm not too worried. And since they did such a good job
of completely missing the forecast for this past season. In December they
couldn't even predict January. But in 77 years it will be precisely 57%
decrease.Get off the band wagon and buy a clue.
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